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Background and objectives
International Ocean Discovery Program (IODP) Site U1512

(34°1.6406�S, 127°57.7605�E) lies in the Great Australian Bight at
~3100 m water depth on the continental slope. A nearby industry
well (Jerboa-1) in the Eyre Subbasin on the continental shelf pro-
vides a stratigraphic tie along a seismic profile line (Figures F1, F2).
The objective for coring Site U1512 was to obtain a continuous Up-
per Cretaceous record of marine black shales in the Great Austra-

lian Bight, including Oceanic Anoxic Event (OAE) 2, which
straddles the Cenomanian/Turonian boundary interval. The Site
U1512 sediment record will be compared with coeval Expedition
369 sequences cored in the Mentelle Basin to characterize the ge
chemical and biological responses to extreme global carbon cyc
perturbations in different paleoceanographic settings at high south
ern latitudes. 

During the Cretaceous, the Great Australian Bight was situate
at the eastern tip of a partial seaway (the Australo-Antarctic Gul
[AAG]), with the Naturaliste Plateau in the open ocean at the west
ern gateway that connected the AAG with the southern IndianFigure F1. Locations of Site U1512, Jerboa-1 commercial well (yellow circle),

and ODP Leg 182 sites (black circles). Site U1512 and Jerboa-1 are located
along seismic reflection Profile AGSO s065_06.
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